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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">death. Now as the Bill lay before him a multitude<BR>of circumstances, indeed, conspired to destroy his<BR>honour. The elected agents of the country had<BR>spoken decisively. Popular feeling on every hand<BR>was vociferous. Strafford himself wrote from prison<BR>praying his master to take no such risks as would be<BR>incurred by his refusal to give the Bill his assent:<BR>* Sir, my consent herein, shall more acquit you to<BR>God, than all the world can do besides ; to a willing<BR>man there is no injury done/ This was chivalrous,<BR>but even then Strafford cannot have believed that<BR>in defiance of all undertakings his King would betray<BR>him. The bishops, highly impressionable to the<BR>menacing influence of public opinion, assured the<BR>King that Strafford's offence was conclusively<BR>treason, and that the Attainder was legal. They<BR>counselled that nothing but its execution could<BR><I><SUP>6</SUP> </I>appease the enraged people, and that the conse- <BR>quences of a furious multitude would be very terrible.<SUP>3<BR></SUP>One man alone honoured himself by refusing to<BR>support this advice. William Juxon, Bishop of<BR>London, told the King that no authority on earth<BR>could redeem him from his pledge, and that before<BR>God and man he was in honour bound to refuse his<BR>consent. But there were no resources in Charles's<BR>character that could resist the pressure, and on<BR>May loth he signed a commission empowering three<BR>Lords to pass both Bills into effect,</FONT><BR>\
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